THE ABYSSINIAN FIASCO
to take the lead against Mussolini's aggression
in Abyssinia. How utterly this hope was dis-
appointed is a matter of history; but the motives
for the attitude of the British Government are
still a matter for speculation. Many possibilities
deserve consideration.
(i) It is surely incredible that the Foreign
Office experts should not have realized from the
outset the danger to our Red Sea route to India
and the damage to the strategic security of Egypt
that were involved by the establishment of a
great European power in Abyssinia, especially
when that power also controlled the western
approaches to Egypt- Britain has often fought
first-class wars for much less reason. Besides, as
the Foreign Office had been negotiating for years
about the regulation of Lake Tana, it could not
have awakened suddenly to the importance of
Abyssinia.
Either therefore (2) some very fatal flaw must
have been discovered in the assurances Mussolini
had given in January 1935, or (3) very serious
evidence of Italian intrigues, in Egypt or Palestine,
or both, must have come to light.
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